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Passenger service




Freight traffic




History of the Route (1)

The existing line evolved in four sections:

 Wrexham General-Buckley (1866)

* Wrexham General-Wrexham Central (1887)
* Buckley-Dee Marsh (1890)

 Dee Marsh-Bidston (1896)



History of the Route (2)

The passenger service on the completed
system operated on a triangular basis:

* Wrexham to Chester Northgate and
Seacombe

e Seacombe to Wrexham and Chester

 Chester to Seacombe and Wrexham.



Neston through the decades

Top left - early 1900s (when it was Neston & Parkgate)
Middle - August 1955 (when it was Neston North).

Bottom right - February 2018



Unfitted freight in the mid 1960s
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WBRUA Excursion to Bath (June 1983)
waiting to depart from Bidston
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Return WBRUA excursion to Bidston
(Oct 1986) at Bristol Temple Meads
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Corporate Supporters of the WBRUA

www.hopecommunitycouncil.gov.uk '15\_ —

(2 Cheshire West Llanfynydd Community Council
& and Chester

B J! | "‘ Neflon 4
Coedpoethi romcoma Neston Town Council
| Community R © &

"Council

Geminumiey Counmeil

Sealand Community Council

Hawarden Community Council


http://www.hawardencommunitycouncil.gov.uk/Hawarden-CC/Default.aspx
http://www.shotton-tc.co.uk/
http://www.coedpoeth.com/Coedpoeth-CC/Default.aspx
http://www.flintshire.gov.uk/en/Home.aspx
https://www.gladstoneslibrary.org/
http://penyfforddareacc.com/
http://www.connahs-quay.co.uk/
http://www.queensferrycommunitycouncil.gov.uk/english.php
http://www.buckleytc.org.uk/
http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/
http://www.llanfynydd.net/portfolio-view/community-council/
http://www.hopecommunitycouncil.gov.uk/english.php
http://nestontowncouncil.org.uk/
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Some facts about the current

Wrexham



Connections at Shotton




Unfair fares into Merseyside




Some facts relevant to the

Wrexham-Bidston Rail corridor

e Rail connectivity is poor - the use of rail for travel to
work in Flintshire is 1%, less than half the overall
Welsh average of 2.1%

 Many workers have to use a car to access
employment; those who can’t may not realise their
employment potential

* 20% of interviews and job offers at the Deeside
Industrial Park are being declined because of
transport difficulties



The WBRUA's incremental strategy

The WBRUA is pushing for

* Improvements to service performance, passenger satisfaction and
passenger numbers

* An improved service frequency and an extension to current
operating hours between Wrexham and Bidston together with
improved interchange with other services at both Shotton and
Wrexham

 The introduction of a new station, Deeside Parkway, on the route
adjacent to the Deeside Industrial Park and the A548

 The introduction of a through service between Wrexham and
Liverpool as soon as suitable rolling stock (such as IPEMUs)
becomes available

A case for full electrification of the route



Service Performance before Covid

Average difference
Overall WXC-BID between overall Merseyrail
ATW  (Borderlands) ATW and WXC-BID PPM (for
PPM PPM PPM over last 13 comparison) Mon-Fri sat
reporting periods

BID-SHT trains not run
(www.recenttraintimes.co.uk)
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WXC-BID PPM BETTER than overall ATW PPM
WXC-BID PPM WORSE than overall ATW PPM




Passenger Numbers have been growing
(ORR data showed an increase of 70% since 2006/2007)

Growth
Station Name 2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010 2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2018-2019 to
2019-2020

Growth from
2006 - 2007

Bidston

Upton 15,477 20,842 21,036 22,720 24,118 27,960 31,460 31,658 32,740 33,634 25,254 22,502 -10.90% 95% 33,634
Heswall 23,409 24,670 44,592 45,180 48,660 54,628 51,820 58,408 55,860 56,660 54,070 58,452 91,736 99,136 8.07% 292% 91,736
Neston 32,716 35,922 36,960 36,230 44,598 46,546 48,476 51,886 53,702 49,340 44,892 42,924 46,714 42,554 -8.91% 43% 53,702
Hawarden Bridge 3,652 2,932 9,750 6,632 4,540 4,472 5,422 4,088 4,872 5,060 4,336 3,296 3,664 2,674 -27.02% 0% 9,750
Shotton

Hawarden 30,987 30,407 36,778 38,066 37,896 39,140 38,156 39,932 36,422 35,124 30,170 32,642 33,424 32,204 -3.65% 39,932
Buckley 36,328 40,658 43,038 48,364 51,472 52,404 52,100 50,544 51,684 48,430 47,776 41,008 40,636 41,874 3.05% 52,404
Penyffordd 16,910 14,980 16,606 18,700 21,082 21,856 21,212 22,156 24,582 24,976 22,386 20,686 22,428 22,778 1.56% 24,976
Hope (Flintshire) 20,148 22,525 23,800 22,648 24,186 25,522 27,652 54,052 27,470 28,904 24,396 24,630 21,820 20,366 -6.66% 54,052
Caergwrle 20,065 21,056 19,780 23,778 22,186 21,886 24,264 24,438 23,034 19,828 18,086 17,800 19,140 15,914 -16.85% 24,438

Cefn-y-Bedd 6,616 7,795 8,526 8,492 9,284 8,898 9,372 9,388 8,918 7,810 6,818 7,620 7,240 6,954 -3.95% 9,388

Gwersyllt 22,433 23,883 28,234 32,036 34,026 35,524 37,386 40,172 39,938 35,242 32,338 26,802 24,464 22,468 -8.16% 40,172
Wrexham General

Wrexham Central 19,736 19,680 23,338 31,952 33,098 41,746 53,142 73,444 73,180 74,184 88,568 81,792 73,484 300% 88,568

246,697 260,041 308,586 324,500 352,602 368,092 381,356 436,166 431,386 416,212 392,192 398, 418,312 402,9 436,166



Recent track renewal work




Improved service

* The WBRUA has pushing for improvements for some time

 There is political consensus:

— “The Wrexham-Bidston service could and should be better”
Councillor Liam Robinson — Chair of Merseytravel and Rail North

- .. (improved) rail services are fundamental to our plans for a North Wales
Metro”

Ken Skates MS — When he was Welsh Government's Cabinet Secretary for Economy and
Infrastructure

— “The current rail network joining up North Wales, Cheshire and Wirral is not fit
for purpose.”

Growthtrack 360 (organisation led by a cross-border alliance of business, political and public
sector leaders)



The Wrexham-Bidston Line
and Deeside Industrial Park
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The WBRUA's Vision for
Deeside Parkway Station

Fully accessible route using
existing roads / cycle track to
cross under the railway.

< North Wales

Mster / Deeside>
s/taxi drop off point R
~*
< GQar park
4 carplatforms
Proposed site of the

T Weighbridge Road Parc Adfer energy
recovery facility




Potential of Shotton to serve 100,000 people

Liverpool
Upton

Heswall (13401)

WCML North

Preston/Scotland
Neston (15221)

Deeside Parkway® Manchester
—{ Deeside Industrial Park (10000 employees)

Shotton 663
North Wales Coast

Hawarden (1,887)
Connah's Quay (16 774)
Ewloe (5420 Buckley (15665)
Queensferry (2109) Mold (10058 )

v v

Penyffordd (3874
Hope (4.224)
Caergwrle (1,619)

Cefn-y-bedd

Gwersyllt

Wrexham General Wrexham Central

Euston via HS2 from 2027

) ) Euston via WCML and HS2 from 2026
- Town name (Pupulation figure 2011 census )

- * Proposed parkway station within the Deeside Industrial Park

London/Birmingham




Electrification?




Achieving through trains to
Liverpool before electrification........
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Looking forward....




ing forward

Look




Looking forward....
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The WBRUA's Vision for the
Wrexham-Shotton-Liverpool rail corridor

A key element of the cross-border region’s transport
network which:

effectively connects workers with their employment;

provides people with easy access to leisure and
entertainment;

enables those living in the communities along it to
connect easily with other rail services for travel
throughout the UK and beyond.
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